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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  year  ended  51st  December , 1945 


HORSFORTH. 
November , 1946 . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  "Council’  of  Hors  forth 


Gentlemen , 


I have  the  honour  to  place  before  you  my  Report 
on  the  health  of  this  district  for  the  year  1945. 

Little  change  was  experienced  in  the  sphere  of 
public  health  following  the  conclusion  of  the  war.  The 
retention  of  numerous  restrictions  on  peacetime 
activities  made  impossible  any  rapid  improvement  in  the 
conditions  under  which  people  live.  The  general  good 
health  of  the  district  was  maintained,  the  incidence  of 
infectious  disease  apart  from  measles  being  comparatively 
light . 


Apart  from  a small  number  of  people  physically 
unfit  for  work,  unemployment  was  practically  non-existent. 
The  general  shortage  of  personnel  in  factories,  offices 
and  shops  resulted  in  the  continued  employment  of  a large 
number  of  married  we-men,  and  there  has  been  an  increase 
in  the  practice  of  mothers  taking  advantage  of  the  mid-day 
meals  provided  for  their  children  at  school,  enabling 
the  mothers  to  take  up  some  form  of  employment . 


STATISTICS 


Area  of  district  in 

acres 

2,706 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
estimated  end  of  1945 

4 , 264 

Rateable  value 

£79,455 

Product  of  Id  rate 

£312 

Population  - estimated 

13,140 

mid  1945 
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Live  Births 

Legitimate  M 

F 

96 

83  179 

Illegitimate  M 

F 

i 

6 

6 12 

| 

Total  Live  Births 

191 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

population 

14 . 5 

Rate  for  England  and 

i Wale s 

: 

16.1 

i 

Still  Births 

Legitimate  M 

| F 

3 

3 

Illegitimate  M 

F 

_ — 

Total  Still  Births 

3 

Still  Births  per  1.000 
total  (Live  and  Still) 
Births 

14.7 

Deaths 

M 

F 

74 

97  171 

Death  rate  per  1,000 

population 

13.01 

j Rate  for  England  and 

Wales 

11.4 

Deaths  from  puerperal 

I Causes 

Fuerperal  Sepsis 

Rate  per  1,000  tot ml 
(Live  and  Still) Births 

— 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 
Rate  per  1,000  total 
(Live  and  Still) Births 

1 

- 

Total 

t 

- 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(Live  and  Still) Births 

- 
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Death  rate  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age:- 

All  infants  per  1,000 
live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per 
1,000  legitimate  live 
births 

Illegitimate  infants  per 
1,000  illegitimate  live 
births 

Rate  for  Ingland  and  Wales 
All  infants  per  1,000 
live  births 

Deaths  from  Cancer  ' n 1 ages) 

" " Measles  ( " ) 

” " Whooping 

Cough  ( fT  ” ) 

n Diarrhoea  (under 
2 years  of  age ) 


9 

n 'J  a W. 


16 . 76 


3.66  » 6 


46,0 

22 
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There  was  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality 
during  the  year  which  requires  special  comment.  It 
will  be  noted  that  tie  birth  rate  in  the  district  again 
falls  below  the  average  rate  for  England  and  Wales  and 
the  death  rate  is  greater  than  the  average  for  England 
and  Wales,  conditions  which  often  arise  in  residential 
districts  of  this  type  in  which  older  people  take  up 
residence  in  their  later  years  or  on  retirement  from  work. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
L Pub lrc  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority 

(Part-time)  S. G. Bedford , M.B. , Ch.B. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(Whole-time)  S .M.Bir/twisle  , M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Sanitary  Inspector  & Cleansing 

Superintendent . 

J.FIittcn,  General  Assistant,  serving 
with  H.M. Forces. 

G. Holmes,  pupil  Sanitary  Inspector. 

E. Morgan  (Miss),  Clerical  Assistant. 

L. Smith  (Miss),  Junior  Clerical  Assistant. 
2 • Laboratory  facilities 

The  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological 
specimens  is  undertaken  by  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
in  their  laboratory;  these  arrangements  continue  to  be 
very  helpful  to  your  officers.  Facilities  exist  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  office  for  carrying  out  routine 
colour  reduction  tests  on  milk. 
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3.  Ambulance  facilities 

I was  informed  in  Noy,  1945,  that  the  Civil  Defence 
Ambulance  Service  would  be  withdrawn  at  the  end  of  June, 
and  I reported  specially  on  the  matter  to  the  Health 
Committee,  pointing  out  the 'need  foi  a.  comprehensive 
ambulance  service  to  include  all  types  of  cases,  and 
some  fixed  policy  as  to  whether  the  service  should  be 
free  or  net  so  as  to  obviate  much  confusion  which  had 
existed  in  the  past. 

In  view  of  the  Council  already  owning  two 
emergency  ambulan  cr  , 1 suggested  that  a possible 
solution  would  be  to  combine  with  neighbouring 
authorities  to  run  a .joint  ambulance  service,  preferably 
with  Aireborough  Urban  District  Council. 

The  West.  Riding  County  Council  later  produced  a 
scheme  for  an  ambu Lance  service  covering  the  v/hole  of 
the  County  area,  and  t the  close  of  the  year  negotiations 
with  Aireborough  and  the  County  Council  were  still  in 
progress. 


4.  Nursing  in  the  Rone 

The  HorsTorTh  Nursing  Association  employs  two 
nurses  for  the  District  and  they,  render  valuable  help. 
The  demand  for  the  services  of  the  nurses  continues  to 
increase . 


5 .  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

These  aTe’  provided  for  Ecrsforth  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council  who  auiuinister  the  Tuberculosis,  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical  Services. 

Early  in  1945  difficulty  was  encountered  by  the  Ilkley 
Urban  District  Council  in  maintaining  arrangements  for  the 
treatment  of  Scabies  from  this  area,  and  arrangements  were 
completed  with  the  Leeds  City  Council  for  the  treatment  of 
cases  from  this  district  at  their  treatment  centre  at 
Bur 'fry  Lawn  Schorl,  Burley  Road,  Leeds,  at  a cost  per  case 
of  10/-  . The  facilities  available  there,  and  the 
arrangements  generally  have  proved  more  satisfactory, 


6 .  Hospitals 

General  cases  are  for  the  most  part  treated  in  the  Leeds 
voluntary  hospitals.  Facilities  are  also  available  at  the 
Otley  County  Hospital  administered  by  the  West  Riding  County 
Council  and  the  amoi  :f  and  range  of  work  undertaken  by  this 
hospital  is  gradual]. y increasing. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  requiring  Isolation 
Hospital  accommodation  are  treated  at  the  Wharfedale  Union 
Joint  Hospital  Board's  Isolation  Hospital  at  Menston, 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

The  water  supply  from  the  Council’s  Waterworks 
to  consumers  maintain0"  its  previous  high  bacteriological 
standard,  and  there  was  no  evidence  of  serious  plumbo- 
solvent  action.  In  addition  to  control  sampling  from 
house  taps,  etc.,  samples  were  taken  from  two  of  the 
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feeders  at  the  Waterworks  which  have  previously  beer- 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory  at  certain  times  of  the  year. 
Samples  again  showed  chat  the  water,  prior  to  entering 
the  impounding  reservoirs  was  unsatisfactory  on  two 
occasions,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  bhis  Report,  a more 
detailed  investigation  of  this  matter  is  in  hand  . The 
facilities  for  filtration  and  chlorination  which  exist  at 
the  Waterworks  are  entirely  adequate  to  deal  with  such 
conditions . 


Housing 


No  report  on  the  state  of  the  district  would  be 
complete  without  reference  to  the  difficult  conditions 
which  arise  due  o 1.  a lack  of  proper  housing  facilities 
and  while,  in  the  majority  of  cases  > no  statutory 
overcrowding  exists,  conditions  in  which  two  or  three 
families  have  to  .Vvc  together  in  the  same  house,  sharing 
cooking,  washing  and  other  facilities,  gives  rise  to 
serious  discontent  amongst  the  people  affected. 


Further  information  regarding  these  two  subjects 
and  other  sanitary  services  is  given  in  the  Sanitary 
T.  ..'Rector1  s Report  . 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


No  additions  were  made  during  the  year  to  the 
lisi.  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases.  Notifications 
reef  :.ved  are  summarised  as  follows* 


1 \ 

Disease 

Not if i- 
c at ions 

Treated 
in  hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fu/er 

19 

19 

; 

Diphtheria 

7 

6 

Pne  aruonia 

15 

- 

8 j 

Dysentery 

2 

- 

| 

Measles 

198 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  j 

u 

- 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  notifications 
of  Scarlet  Fever  returned  to  mere  normal  figures  after  the 
increased  incidence  during  the  years  1942,  194.1  and  1944. 
After  an  absence  of  notifications  of  Diphtheria  during 
1944,  it  will  be  observed  that  seven  notifications  were 
received  this  year.  In  three  cases  the  patient  was  an 
adult  female. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

On.  this  subject  it  should  be  appreciated  that 
the  continuous  work  which  has  been  done  during  the  last 
few  years  has  dealt  with  all  the  children  but  the  hard 
core  of  those  whose  parents  resist  any  such  scheme,  and 
thab  new  immunisations  are  necessarily  confined  in  the  main 
bo  children  of  pre  -school,  age.  The  arrangements  have  been 
continued  whereby  any  child  can  be  immunised  free  of  cost 
at  the  Maternity  & ."Mild  Welfare  Clinic,  at  the  School 
Clinic  or  by  a private  doctor.  Information  is  supplied 
at  regular  intervals  to  bne  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  state 
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of  immunisation  in  the  district,  and  a copy  of  the  Annual 
Return  for  the  year  is  set  out  below 


I Immunisation  in  relation  to  child  population 

'number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course 
of  Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December , 1945 . 


Age 

Under  6 years 
at  31/12/45. 

5 to  14  years 
at  31/12/45 

Under 
15  years 

Number  immunise'’ 

533 

1,340 

1,873 

Estimated  Mid-year 
p op  u 1 a t ion," 9 4 5 

857 

1,630 

2 , 687 

1 1 Diphthe  r ia  A;;  t if  1 cations  and  Deaths  ir  relation 

to  Immunisation 


Notif'j.c  at  ion  s 


j Age  at  date  of 
■ :ot if ication 

Number  of  C 
Notified 

! Number  of  cases  included 
! in  preceding  column  in  f 

ses  jwhich  the  child  had  completed! 
ja  full  course  of  immunisation! 

: 

Under  1 

i 

- 

i j 

1 

- 

j 

2 

- 

! - j 

3 

| 

1 

j 

4 

1 

: S 

1 

5 to  9 

i 

2 

j — i 

10  :c  11 

- 

? ""  : 

Totals 

4 

1 

i 

Deaths 

- Nil 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Particulars  of  new  cases  and  deaths  from  rhis 
disease  during  the  year  are  summarised  as  follows:- 
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NEW  CASES 


Age 

| Periods 

Re  sp 
Males 

.ratory 

Females 

Obhei 
Male  3 

’ Forms 

Females  j 

0 

... 

— 

1 

- 

- 

1 

i 

o 

15 

O 

25 

2 

1 

*» 

- 

35 

1 

2 

2 

- 

45 

. 

2 

- 

1 

55 

9 

U-' 

- 

- 

- 

6 5 upwd  s . 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

| Total  new 
cases 

7 

r 

KJ 

4 

3 

i 


DEATHS 


n 

_ „ 

... 

i 

, ,if-  / 

— 

1 

5 

— 

1 

— 

15 

— 

- 

— 

1 

25 

- 

- 

- 

1 ! 

55 

2 

- 

- 

45 

5 

— 

— 

i 

55 

1 

— 

-- 

- i 

65  upwds 

1 

1 

- 

j 

Total 

deaths 

7 

1 

2 

i 

5 ) 

The  r.uu.ic  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to 
total  Tuberculosis  deaths  was  2 : 11 


CONCLUSION 


In  conclusion  I would  like  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  help  and  consideration  I have  at  all 
times  received  from  members  of  the  Health  Committee  and 
from  my  colleagues. 


Yours  faithfully, 
S.G. BEDFORD 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

SANITARY  INSPE C TO R 

For  the  year  ended  51  st  December , 1945 

Hers  forth  Hall, 
HORSFORTH. 

November , 1946 . 


T o the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
~~  Hors forth  Urban  District  Council 


Gentlemen  , 


I beg  to  place  before  you  my  Annual  Report 
in  whicn  ‘s  given  a brief  review  of  the  work  of  my 
Department  and  the  sanitary  conditions  obtaining  in 
vour  district  during  the  year  1945. 

Owing  to  severe  curtailment  in  the  Reports 
produced  during  the  war  it  is  necessary  in  this 
Report  to  deal  with  conditions  in  more  detail  so  that 
the  Council  might  have  a better  picture  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  their  district  with  a view  to 
embodying  the  improvements  required  in  their  schemes 
for  post-war  wj»rk. 


HOUSING 

l't  is  most  depressing  to  have  to  record  the 
veiy  unsatisfactory  position  in  the  housing  of  many  of 
the  residents  in  this  district,  and  it  is  only  by 
comparing  our  lot  with  those  districts  where  conditions 
are  very  much  worse  that  one  can  receive  any  consolation. 

As  the  officer  responsible  under  normal 
conditions  for  seeing  that  the  necessary  improvements 
in  housing  are  made,  it  is  most  galling  to  have  to 
restrict  works  ef  improvement  which  owners  wish  to 
carry  out  so  as  to  make  them  conform  with  present  Civil 
Building  licence  conditions.  Where  it  is  possible 
to  licence  work  e_..uieme  difficulty  is  experienced  by 
contractors  in  obtaining  materials  for  essential 
repairs,  but  it  is  also  apparent  that  certain  property 
owners  are  using  the  present  restrictions  as  an  excuse 
for  neglecting  to  maintain  their  property. 

At  the  time  of  waiting  this  Report  hopes  of 
improvement  are  raised  by  the  fact  that  the  Council 
have  been  able  to  commence  building  houses  and  that 
private  builders  have  taken  advantage  to  the  utmost  of 
licensing  facilities  for  the  erection  of  new  dwellings. 
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The  condiiijLvins  found  on  inspection  have 
altered  so  materially  from  the  records  in  our  possession, 
both  in  respect  of  the  condition  of  houses  and  the  numbers 
of  occupants,  that  it  is  essential  that  the  earliest 
opportunity  be  taken  to  make  a comprehensive  housing 
survey  in  order  that  we  might  m0re  accurately  assess  our 
needs,  but  as  a rough  estimate  the  Housing  Committee  have 
been  informed  that  some  750  houses  will  be  required  in 
order  to  deal  with  existing  property  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Acts. 

It  is  obvious  that  little  can  be  done  in  the  way 
of  dealing  with  houses  which,  by  reason  of  disrepair  or 
sanitary  defects,  are  unfit  for  human  habitation,  until 
the  balance  of  the  number  of  families  and  the  number  of 
houses  available  has  been  mere  or  1 ess  restored,  and  to 
assist  in  this  matter  we  are  fortunate  that  158  temporary 
dwellings  erected  ii_  unis  district  for  the  Ministry  of 
Aircraft  Production  are  to  be  made  available  to  the 
Council.  Whilst  these  temporary  dwellings  contain 
certain  defects  they  are.  on  the  whole,  very  much  better 
than  a large  number  of  existing  houses,  particularly  with 
regard  to  facilities  for  washing,  cooking  and  bathroom 
accommodation,  and  in  the  fact  that  the  large  majority 
of  them  contain  three  bedrooms.  They  will  obviously 
be  needed  as  dwellings  until  such  time  as  the  Council 
have  been  able  to  provide  alternative  accommodation  for 
families  at  present  housed  under  much  worse  conditions. 

No  form  of  action  was  possible  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  1936,  and  in  such  work  as 
we  were  able  to  deal  with,  the  Public  Health  Act, 1936, 
was  used. 


Two  unsatisfactory  houses  were  demolished 
during  the  year  without  statutory  action  having  been 
taken;  one  of  a pair  of  cottages  (2  and  4,  Dibb’s  Yard, 
Horsforth)  partially  collapsed  and  the  owners  had  to  do 
certain  demolition  work  in  order  to  make  it  safe.  The 
owner  agreed  that  on  the  Council  undertaking  to  re-house 
the  tenants  of  both  cottages,  he  would  carry  out  total 
demolition.  The  tenants  have  now  been  re-housed  and  the 
houses  demolished. 

In  July,  1945,  the  Ministry  of  Health  informed 
us  that  certain  premises  which  had  been  under  requisition 
for  the  War  Department  would  be  made  available  for 
transfer  to  them  for  ' ^commodating  families  inadequately 
housed  should  the  Council  wish  to  avail  themselves  of 
this  accommodation.  The  position  of  each  of  the 
premises  was  investigated  and  it  was  found  that  suitable 
arrangements  were  already  in  being  for  the  owners  of  the 
premises  to  enter  into  occupation  themselves  immediately 
requisition  was  lifted,  or  to  let  the  premises  to  a tenant. 

The  Council  decided  that  as  the  accommodation 
available  would  be  properly  used  to  relieve  the  housing 
shortage  without  the  necessity  of  requisition  that  no 
action  be  taken. 
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On  the  5th  July,  1945,  the  Minister  of 
Health  informed  us  that  with  a view  to  concentrating 
all  avails  ole  labour  on  building  work  in  the  hands  of 
local  authorities,  it  had  been  decided  to  reduce  the 
licensing  limits  prescribed  under  the  Defence 
Regulations  from  £100  to  £10,  and  to  invite  local 
authorities  to  undertake  the  necessary  licensing  of 
building  work  up  to  £100. 

On  the  DO tn  July  information  was  received 
that  it  had  been  decided  to  extend  the  authority  to 
issue  licences  for  expenditure  in  excess  of  £100  in 
respect  of  certain  types  of  housing  work,  and  the 
Council  decided  that  I was  to  have  authority  to  issue 
civil  building  licences  in  all  cases  of  repair  and 
reconditioning  of  existing  houses  and  work  required 
to  provide  additional  housing  accommodation  in 
existing  premises. 

This  licensing  procedure  came  into  operation 
on  the  1st  August,  1945,  and  at  the  close  of  the  year 
86  licences  had  been  issued  authorising  the  carrying 
out  of  works  to  the  value  of  £4,420,  entailing  129 
visits . 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Tv.o  applications  were  received  for  licences  to 
erect  or  station  moveable  dwellings.  The  first 
application  was  in  respect  of  a van  used  at  week-ends 
during  the  summer  months,  stationed  at  the  rear  of 
Brownberrie  Manor  Farm.  The  conditions  being 
suitable,  a licence  was  granted.  The  second 
application  was  in  respect  of  a van  to  be  stationed  at 
the  rear  of  Claygates  Farm,  Horsforth,  for  use  as  a 
permanent  dwelling.  This  licence  was  not  granted  as 
the  arrangements  for  sanitary  accommodation  and  the 
provision  for  the  disposal  of  waste  water  were  not 
sufficient;  the  c edition  of  the  site  was  unsatisfactory 
and  the  living  van  was  in  close  proximity  to  pigsties 
and  a poultry  house. 

In  addition,  an  application  was  received  for 
a licence  to  use  land  at  the  rear  of  the  Brown  Cow  Inn, 
Horsforth,  as  a site  for  moveable  dwellings.  A licence 
had  previously  been  granted  to  former  licencees  of 
this  inn,  but  in  view  of  the  unsatisfactory  conditions 
now  obtaining,  the  application  by  the  present  licencee 
was  refused. 


DRAINAGE 


Complaints  were  received  of  a nuisance 
arising  from  the  stone  culvert  running  down  the  side 
of  Calverley  Lane  and  discharging  into  the  River  Aire 
near  the  site  of  the  old  Toll  House.  It  is  known 
that  this  culvert  receives  a considerable  amount  of 
sewage  from  houses  in  the  vicinity,  and  in  dry  weather, 
when  the  volume  of  surface  water  flowing  down  the 
culvert  is  reduced,  considerable  nuisance  is  apparent, 
although  samples  of  the  effluent  did  not  reveal  gross 
pollution.  Little  can  be  done  to  remedy  this 
nuisance  until  the  district  concerned  is  sewered.  Most 
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cases  of  nuisances  arising  from  blocked  drains  are 
dealt  with  by  our  own  workmen  except  where  the  drains 
need  structural  alteration  or  repair.  On  two 
occasions  it  was  necessary  to  take  formal  action  under 
the  Public  Health  Act  1936.  and  in  both  cases  the  work 
was  done  by  the  Council  in  default  of  the  owner  and 
the  expenses  involved  recovered. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Routine  bacteriological  control  of  the  water 
supply  is  maintained  by  routine  sampling,  the  samples 
being  examined  in  the  West  Riding  County  Council  Public 
Health  Laboratory.  Details  of  the  samples  taken  are 
given  in  the  table  below 

Sampling  fa,?.  Bacteriological Examination 


|.  Result  of  Examination 
Where  sampled  ; Sotrisf  ant  cry  ? Unsatisfactory 

j Waterworks  Feeders  j 3 5 

(before  treatment) I 

j House  taps  j 14  j 


Samples  were  also  submitted  to  the  Laboratory 
for  examination  foe  plumbo-solvency . The  results  of 
these  examinations  are  as  follows 


Sampling for Plumb o-Solvent Action 


Where  sampled 

- ...Re.su  It .gX-„,Exhh,inn.hi,i)h 

pH  value  Lead  content 

i( grains  per  gallon) 

. 

22,  Airedale  Drive 

! 

water  in  pipe  g-  hour 

7.3 

Nil 

water  in  pipe  all  night 

7.3 

Nil 

78,  Broadgate  Walk 
water  in  pipe  g-  hour 

7.3 

Nil 

water  in  pipe  all  night 

7.2 

Less  than  1/36 th 

The  Councils  water  mains  provide  a supply  to 
4,236  houses.  There  are  still  28  houses  not  connected 
to  the  public  supply.  These  are  chiefly  in  the 
outlying  portions  of  the  district  not  served  by  the 
Council's  mains.  The  estimated  population  served  by 
the  public  supply  is  13,014  and  the  estimated  population 
served  by  private  supplies  is  126. 


FACTORIES . BAKEHOUSES  AND  SHOPS 


The  routine  examination  of  these  premises  is 
much  too  infrequent.  The  Council  will  appreciate  that 
control  of  such  premises  is  done  much  more  efficiently 
by  frequent  advisory  visits  rather  than  relying  on 
statutory  action  based  on  conditions  revealed  at  single 
inspections.  Particularly  is  this  necessary  in  the 
case  of  premises  where  foodstuffs  are  prepared.  in 
general,  the  statutory  requirements  for  the  various 
classes  of  building  were  found  to  be  complied  with  . 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

At  the  invitation  of  the  Housing  (Plans) 
Sub-Committee , a report  was  prepared  on  the  need  for 
the  reduction  in  atmospheric  pollution  and  proposals 
for  meeting  this  necf  in  the  houses  planned. for 
erection.  The  Ministry  of  Health,  in  their  Housing 
Manual,  1944,  lay  considerable  emphasis  on  the  wide- 
spread demand  that  the  evil  of  atmospheric  pollution 
shall  be  resolutely  attacked,  and  that  the  Government 
attach  particular  importance  to  smoke  abatement  in. 
view  of  the  injury  to  health  and  to  general  amenities 
caused  by  atmospheric  pollution. 

Few  people  care  to  think,  when  they  are 
sitting  in  front  of  a fire,  that  in  burning  raw  coal, 
all  sorts  of  valuable  ingredients  are  being  sent  up 
the  chimney  as  soot  and  smoke,  and  that  not  only  are 
we  throwing  away  potential  petrol,  tar,  aniline  dyes 
and  a host  of  other  valuable  substances,  but  are 
depositing  this  tar  in  the  soot,  and  causing 
considerable  damage  to  clothing,  curtains  and  other 
furnishings.  At  the  same  time,  a smoke  haze  is 
being  formed  which  px’esents  an  efficient  barrier  to  the 
ultra-violet  rays  in  sunlight,  so  vitally  needed  for 
human,  animal  and  plant  life. 

Appliances  are  now  available  designed  to 
reduce  smoke  emission  from  the  customary  3%  of  fuel 
burnt  to  about  1%,  or  if  the  use  of  smokeless  fuels, 
gas  or  electricity  is  extended,  pollution  could  be 
reduced  to  negligible  quantities. 

I am  pleased  to  note  that  the  Sub-Committee 
propose  that  the  heating  of  water  and  the  cooking  shall 
be  done  by  appliances  which  will  not  pollute  the 
atmosphere,  and  it  Ms  to  be  hoped  that  eventually  they 
will  go  one  step  further  and  either  eliminate  the  open' 
fire  in  the  living  room,  or  provide  a grate  capable  of 
burning  smokeless  fuels. 

The  provision  of  open  fire  grates  in  bedrooms 
is  to  my  mind  undesirable,  as  the  occasional  use  to 
which  this  grate  is  pub  does  not  warrant  the  install- 
ation of  a smokeless  fuel  burning  grate,  entailing  the 
manhandling  of  fuel  from  the  fuel  store  on  the  ground 
floor  up  to  the  first  floor,  and  the  removal  of  ashes 
by  the  reverse  route.  The  position  would  best  be  met 
by  the  installation  of  a modern  small  gas  fire  provided 
with  proper  flue  capable  of  maintaining  continuous 
ventilation  even  though  the  fire  is  not  lit.  Alternat- 
ively, electric  radiators  and  the  provision  of  suitable 
ventilation  would  meet  the  case.  The  use  of  portable 
gas  fires  in  bedrocks  without  flues  should  not  be  allowed. 

Means  of  heating  dwellings  without  causing 
atmospheric  pollution  will  need  even  more  careful  study 
when  the  Council  embark  on  the  development  of  other 
portions  of  their  district  which  at  present,  according  to 
records  taken  in  this  Department,  have  a comparatively 
clean  atmosphere. 


DISINFECTION  & DISINFESTATION 

Routine  disinfection  of  premises  after  removal 
of  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
has  been  continued.  Disinfection  of  bedding  and 
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clothing  has  been  carried  out  at  the  steam  disinfector 
at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Considerable  work  was  carried  cut  in 
connection  with  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs  particularly 
in  premises  de-requisitioned  after  occupation  by 
wartime  refugees.  Infected  furniture  of  small  value 
was  destroyed,  and  treatment  of  more  valuable  articles 
and  the  infested  premises  was  carried  out  by  using  a 
proprietary  insect ‘^ide  including  a percentage  of  D.D.T. 
The  use  of  this  insecticide  showed  it  to  be  quite 
efficient  and  to  be  especially  useful  where  the  premises 
were  in  such  a dilapidated  state  as  to  make  their 
fumigation  impracticable. 

Other  Pests 

Infestations  of  cockroaches  and  crickets  were 
effectively  dealt  with  by  Benzine  Hexachloride  in 
powder  form.  This  insecticide  was  also  found  valuable 
in  cases  of  fly  infestation  at  salvage  depots,  etc. 

'Rats  and  Mice 

In  view  of  the  evidence  deduced  from  sewer 
baiting  in  1944,  tr . Ministry  of  Food  have  agreed  that 
the  further  baiting  of  our  sewers  is  not  necessary. 

The  Sewage  Works  and  Refuse  Disposal  plant  have  been 
kept  under  constant  observation  and  any  infestations 
found,  effectively  dealt  with . The  practice  was 
continued,  as  in  former  years,  of  dealing  with  infesta- 
tions by  our  own  workmen  with  the  result  that  occupiers 
of  premises  are  quick  to  notify  infestations  and 
remedial  measures  can  be  instituted  before  the  infesta- 
tion assumes  serious  proportions.  Various  methods  of 
baiting,  poisoning  and  trapping  have  been  used,  the  chief 
bait  used  being  sausage  rusk,  although  in  some  cases  a 
bread  mash  was  found  necessary.  The  main  poisons  were 
Zinc  Phosphide,  Arsenic,  and  Hydrogen  Cyanide  applied  by  a 
pump.  Break-back  traps  were  used  in  some  instances. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUI  /.ITISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply 

The  routine  supervision  in  connection  with  the 
production  and  distribution  of  milk  was  continued.  The 
desire  of  producers  and  retailers  to  improve  both 
premises  and  the  grades  of  milk  distributed  was 
considerably  impeded  by  wartime  restriction  on  building 
materials  and  in  the  distribution  of  milk.  The  Ministry 
of  Food’s  proposals  for  the  heat-treatment-  of  milk 
which  does  not  reach  accredited  standards  provided  a 
considerable  impetus  to  the  local  producer  retailers  to 
produce  accredited  milk  and  in  view  of  the  public  demand 
for  an  improved  surely,  certain  retailers  made  earnest 
endeavours  to  obtain  a supply  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk. 

In  two  cases  producers  were  able  to  carry  out 
the  necessary  alterations  to  their  premises,  to  obtain 
the  equipment  for  the  production  of  accredited  milk, 
and  were  granted  licences  as  producers.  Unfortunately, 
in  neither  case  is  the  applicant  retailing  the  milk  as 
accredited,  although  they  are  prepared  to  do  so  when 
the  provision  of  bottles,  etc.,  becomes  easier.  At  the 
close  of  the  year,  the  only  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
available  for  retail  distribution  was  a small  quantity 
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retailed  by  the  local  Co-operative  Society  to  consumers 
in  possession  of  medical  evidence  that  this  quality  of 
milk  was  necessary.  The  West  Riding  County  Council 
had,  however,  circularised  producers  of  accredited  milk 
in  the  County  area,  pointing  out  the  financial  assets 
involved  in  the  production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk, 
and  setting  out  the  requirements  for  claiming  a licence. 

The  routine  collection  of  bacteriological 
samples  and  their  examination  was  continued,  unsatis- 
factory samples  being  followed  up  at  the  place  of 
production  and  distribution,  and  during  the  actual 
retailing  to  consumers. 

Under  tlk*  provisions  of  the  Food  & Drugs 
Act,  1938,  seven  formal  samples  and  one  informal  sample 
were  taken.  The  informal  sample  was  found  to  be 
adulterated  and  led  to  the  taking  of  one.  of  the  formal 
samples  which  was  found  to  be  adulterated  by  the 
addition  of  8.2$  of  water.  Three  of  the  samples  were 
"Appeal  to  the  Cow"  samples  found  to  be  genuine.  The 
other  three  samples  were  also  found  to  be  genuine. 
Proceedings  were  instituted  in  the  case  of  the 
adulterated  formal  sample,  the  offence  was  established 
and  the  producer  fine d £2,  together  with  costs  of  £1  Is. 

Meat  and  ot her  Foods 

The"  wartiFF  arrangement  for  the  centralised 
slaughtering  of  livestock  continues  in  operation.  The 
meat  supplies  for  this  district  being  obtained  from  the 
public  abattoir  at  Leeds,  the  local  slaughter  houses  are 
disused  except  for  the  occasional  slaughter  of  pigs  or 
for  emergency  slaughter. 

The  Council  continued  their  policy  of  renewing 
the  licences  granted  in  respect  of  these  slaughter  houses 
under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938,  firstly  with  a view  to 
keeping  them  in  use  as  such,  and  also  in  order  to 
encourage  the  use  of  proper  slaughter  houses  when  pigs 
are  slaughtered  for  consumption  by  their  owners  under 
licences  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  Notification 
of  slaughter  is  made  in  these  cases,  although  when  the 
meat  is  for  consumption  only  by  the  owner  of  the  carcase 
and  is  not  for  sale,  the  post-mortem  examination  is  purely 
advisory.  Owners  re  usually  ready  to  accept  advice 
on  the  fitness  of  the  carcase  for  human  food. 

The  practice  of  taking  the  meat  received  from 
Leeds  t~  a distribution  centre  in  the  town  where  it  is 
allocated  by  the  Horsforth  Butchers’  Association  to  the 
respective  butchers  was  continued,  the  centre  receiving 
general  supervision.  The  representatives  of  the 
Association  are  ready  to  report  any  difficulties  which 
arise,  and  .are  most  helpful  generally  in  dealing  with 
matters  under  their  control. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

A Sub-Committee  sitting  in  October , 1944 , made 
recommendations  on  the  centralising  of  cleansing  depots, 
the  appointment  of  a foreman  to  supervise  the  whole  of 
the  workmen  in  the  Department,  and  the  purchase  of  an 
additional  refuse  collection  vehicle.  The  two  latter 
recommendations  were  put  into  effect  during  the  year  1945 
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and  nave  considerably  improved  the  service.  The  first 
recommendation  was  partly  dealt  with  by  closing  the  paper 
depot  on  New  Road  Side. 

-Chh®  c Hect  ion 

Difficulties  in  obtaining  suitable  labour  we re 
again  most  evident  during  the  year  and  owing  to  the  poor 
standard  of  physical  fitness  of  the  workmen  who  were 
available  and  the  at  j.ced  age  of  some  of  the  employees, 
the  high  incidence  of  sickness  and  days  off  was  not 
surprising  although  it  had  a very  deteriorating  effect 
on  the  service.  Strong  representations  were  made 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year  in  an  effort  to  obtain 
the  assistance  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National 
Service.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  population  in  this 
district  the  number  of  suitable  labourers  passing  through 
the  hands  of  the  Employment  Exchange  was  very  small,  and 
though  a certain  degree  of  priority  was  accorded  to  our 
vacancies,  there  was  little  improvement  in  the  position 
until  later  in  the  year  when  men  were  being  released  from 
wartime  industries. 

The  impending  aiscnarge  of  our  regular 
employees  from  ELM. Forces  had  an  unsettling  effect  on  the 
casual  labour  employed , who  realised  that  their  services 
would  be  terminated  m demobilisation  commenced. 

The  introduction  of  the  new  Karrier  Bantam 
refuse  collector  during  May  led  to  a considerable 
improvement  in  the  collection  position  and  obviated  the 
need  for  hiring  vehicles. 

It* is  apparent,  however,  that  particularly 
during  the  winter  period,  the  poor  quality  of  the  coal 
being  consumed  has  caused  a considerable  increase  in  the 
amount  of  refuse  produced  at  each  house  so  reducing  the 
period  in  which  storage  facilities  are  effective,  and 
offsetting  the  improvement  referred  to  above. 

Refuse  Disposal 

The  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  were 
far  from  satisfactory.  The  ground  being  used  as  a 
controlled  tip  was  much  too  close  to  dwelling  houses,  and 
owing  to  the  fact  that  we  are  not  the  owners  of  the  ground 

we  were  not  free  to  carry  out  tipping  to  our  own  programme 
A detailed  report  was  submitted  to  the  Committee  showing 
the  disadvantages  and  additional  cost  of  not  having  a long 
term  policy  in  connection  with  refuse  disposal.  As  a 
result  of  this  report,  I was  asked  to  prepare  schemes  for 
the  mechanical  screening  and  incineration  of  refuse  at  the 
Refuse  Destructor  which  was  then  standing  idle. 

Some  members  of  the  Committee  visited  the  plant 
being  operated  by  the  Brighouse  Corporation,  and  I 
submitted  two  schemes  for  the  adaptation  of  our  existing 
Destructor,  the  first  scheme  providing  for  manual 
screening  and  separa cn  and  the  conversion  of  the 
existing  back-fired  cells  to  top  firing.  The  second 
scheme  provided  for  the  mechanical  screening  of  the  refuse 
and  separation  of  ferrous  metals,  for  the  hand-picking  of 
certain  other  salvageable  articles  and  for  the  discharge 
of  refuse  direct  to  top  firing  doors.  It  was  apparent 
that  the  first  scheme  would  still  necessitate  the 
employment  of  a considerable  amount  of  labour  and  the 
second  scheme  would  involve  taking  over  certain  land  at. 
present  utilised  by  the  Sewage  Works. 
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No  action  had  been  taken  on  either  scheme 
at  the  close  of  the  /ear.  Negotiations  which  were 
commenced  in  December ,1945,  with  the  West  Riding 
County  Council  for  the  use  of  land  adjoining  the 
River  Aire  at  Calverley  Bridge  were  continued  and  an 
endeavour  was  made  to  purchase  the  land  outright  for 
refuse  disposal  purposes.  These  negotiations  were 
still  in  progress  at  the  cluse  of  1945. 

Salvage 

The  successful  progress  of  the  war  in  Europe 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year  resulted  in  a marked 
decline  of  the  salvage  efforts  of  certain  sections 
of  the  public  and  stienuous  efforts  were  made  to  try 
and  maintain  our  rate  of  salvage  recovery,  but  while  in 
some  respects  there  was  an  increase,  the  yield  of 
paper  began  to  show  a steady  decline.  The  opportunity 
was  taken  during  the  year  of  further  centralising  our 
salvage  activities  the  work  of  sorting  and  baling 
paper  being  transferred  to  the  Refuse  Destructor 
building  from  the  old  depot  in  New  Road  Side. 

Tne  Ministry  of  Supply  and  the  District 
Adviser  for  Yorkshire  made  appeals  for  the  maintenance 
of  salvage  in  view  of  the  urgent  need  for  recovering 
prper,  textiles,  bones  and  kitchen  waste. 

At  the  same  time  we  were  informed  that  the 
position  with  regard  to  supplies  of  light  ferrous 
scrap  was  regarded  as  satisfactory,  and  the  Direction 
to  salvage  metals,  ferrous  or  non-ferrous  (including 
tins  and  other  metal  containers)  was  withdrawn  as  from 
the  1st  April, 1945.  In  view  of  the  outlet  which  we 
had  for  tins  we  continued  to  recover  and  bale  these. 


In  order  to  stimulate  the  salvage  of  waste 
paper  the  Ministry  of  Supply  decided  to  offer  an 
incentive  in  the  form  of  a payment  of  £1  per  ton  in 
respect  of  every  ton  of  waste  paper  salvaged  by  the 
Council  in  excess  of  80%  of  the  weight  sold  in  each 
corresponding  period  in  the  previous  year. 

Unfortunately,  our  collections  fell  off  so  badly  that  we 
did  not  qualify  for  such  an  additional  payment  during  1945. 


The  value  of  the  material  sold  during  the  year 
is  as  follows 


£ s . d . 


Ferrous  Metals 

66 

- 

• - 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

1 

10 

- 

Textiles 

29 

16 

- 

Bottles  & Jars 

6 

- 

- 

Waste  Paper 

381 

12 

- 

Bones 

4 

10 

- 

I'itchen  Waste 

230 

- 

- 

£719 

8 

- 

Street  Cleansing 

This  service  was  carried  on  under  difficulty 
during  the  year.  Street  sweeping  has,  during  the  war, 
been  seriously  affected  by  the  utilising  of  the  sweepers 
on  refuse  collection  and  disposal  in  times  of  labour 
difficulties  in  that  service,  and  by  the  fact  that  the 
labour  shortage  had  made  available  to  men  who  would 
normally  undertake  sweeping,  very  much  more  congenial 
occupation.  Every  effort  was,  however,  made  to  keep 
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the  streets  clean,  especially  in  the  periods  following 
the  gritting  during  frosty  weather  and  the  fall  of  the 
leaves  during  autumn,  but  the  standard  maintained  was 
far  below  that  desired. 

The  work  of  gully  cleansing  has  been  continued 
as  hitherto  by  the  employment  of  the  horse  and  pan -cart > 
a method  which  is  incapable  of  dealing  properly  with 
this  work,  and  which  has  other  great  disadvantages. 

Transport 

The  transport  used  in  the  cleansing  service 
was  as  follows :- 

3 petrol-driven  7 cub. yd.  refuse  collectors, 

2 of  which  are  fitted  with  trailers  for 
salvage  work; 

1 horse  used  with  block-cart  or  pan-cart; 

4 street  orderly  trucks. 

I am  happy  to  note  that  at  the  time  of  writing 
this  Report  the  Health  Committee  have  approved  the 
principle  of  replacing  the  horse  and  carts  by  a 
mechanical  gulley  emptier  and  manual  sweeping  by  a 
mechanical  sweeper-collector.  Not  only  will  these 
vehicles  prove  more  effective  for  the  work  in  hand,  but 
should  also  considerably  increase  the  amount  of  work 
which  can  be  performed. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

I have  again  to  draw  your  attention  to  the 
most  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  District  in  regard  to 
the  provision  of  public  conveniences.  The  conveniences 
provided  are  quite  inadequate.  The  provision  of 
facilities  at  Woodside  and  New  Road  Side  adjacenu  to  the 
main  bus  stops  is  becoming  more  and  more  necessary,  and 
the  replacement  of  the  unsatisfactory  convenience  at  The 
Green  with  proper  facilities  nearer  the  centre  of  the  Town 
Street  area  is  very  much  overdue. 

The  routine  cleansing  has  been  continued,  but 
the  convenience  at  The  Green  is  in  a bad  state  and  is 
only  kept  going  by  continuous  attention  and  repairs. 


NUISANCES 


The  work  of  securing  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  has  been  carried  on  with  difficulty  owing  to 
the  limitations  on  the  carrying  out  of  structural  work 
and  in  many  cases  I have  had  to  be  satisfied  with  works 
of  abatement  which  were  not  as  effective  as  those  which 
would  have  been  specified.  The  work  done  under  this 
heading  is  summarised  as  follows. 

Nuisances  found  during  the  year:- 


Defective  Roofs  8 

'*  Paves  Gutters  4 

" Tall  Pipes  2 

M Plasterwork  5 

" Floors  1 

" Windows  4 

Doors  2 

General  Dampness  12 

Defective  Chimneys  4 
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Defective  Fireplaces 
Ceilings 
House  Flooding 
Cellar  Flooding 
Defective  Water  Service 

" Hot  Water  Service 

" Water  Closets 

?t  Drains 

Blocked  Drains 
Defective  Cesspools 
Blocked  Sewer 
Defective  Land  Drainage 
" Storm  Water 

Overflow 

T-  Sink  Waste  Pipes 

rt  Gas  Service 

Dirty  and/or  Verminous 

Houses 

Rat  Infestations 
Mouse  Infestations 
Miscellaneous  Infestations 
Houses  requiring  Disinfection 
Keeping  of  Animals 
Offensive  Accumulations 
Defective  Dustbins 


6 

1 

4 

5 

3 
1 

11 

4 
53 

1 

2 

2 

1 

6 
2 

16 

36 

4 

33 

32 

3 

210 


481 


Carried  forward  from  1944 
Total  needing  abatement 
Abated  during  the  year 
Outstanding  at  the  close  of  the 

Inspections  made 
Informal  Notices  served 
Informal  Notices  complied  with 


25 
506 
501 
year  5 

1,573 

131 

132 


Statutory  Notices  served 
Statutory  Notices  complied  with 

Legal  Proceedings 


3 

Nil 


CONCLUSION 


In  conclusion  I would  take  the  opportunity  of 
expressing  how  much  I value  the  continued  confidence  and 
support  given  me  by  the  Council.  I must  also  thank  my 
staff  for  their  great  help  and  excellent  work  during  the 
year . 


Yours  faithfully, 

E.  M.  BIRTWISLE 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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